Writing Your Own Short Story Assignment

Now that we have read a few short stories (not to mention the many you have read in the past), it is time for you to try your hand at crafting your own short story.

DUE DATE:___________________.

Guidelines for the assignment:

1. Follow the “Tips for Writing a Short Story” handout that you have been given.

2. Your short story must be original.  You cannot copy or closely follow other short stories that you have read.  You must come up with your own characters and plot, and your short story must be fictional.  If you have written short stories in the past, that is great, but for this assignment you need to write something totally new.  (Is there any way for me to know if you are writing something new or not?  No.  You are on the honor system.)

3. Your short story may be based on actual events in history, whether in the distant past or not so long ago.  This is called historical fiction.  You just have to make sure that the characters and plot are fictional.

4. You need to do some sort of pre-writing to organize your ideas before writing your first draft.  You can do this in whatever way works best for you.  Things like Venn diagrams and outlines generally work well.  This will be turned in with the final assignment.

5. Your short story must include dialogue.  When writing dialogue, make sure it is clear to the reader which character is speaking.  Also make sure you begin a new paragraph whenever you switch speakers.  Of course, your dialogue needs to be written properly with quotation marks.  (Refer to short stories we have read to get examples for writing dialogue.)

6. Since this is different than the academic formal writing you have done in the past, you have more freedom when it comes to language usage.  You may use first-person and second-person pronouns, and contractions and other slang are also okay. This is not a license to spell incorrectly. Proper spelling still counts.

7. Write a rough draft.  This can be either typed or written by hand.  If you type, be sure to double space.  If you write by hand, be sure to skip lines.  Handwritten rough drafts can be written in pencil or pen, and you may use the backs of pages.

8. Have someone else proofread your rough draft and give you feedback.  This can be a parent, a friend, a sibling, etc.  Have this person use a colored pencil or a pen (different colored ink than written or typed in) to make corrections on the rough draft itself.  This person should also write comments, such as suggestions, questions about anything that is unclear, etc.  Make sure that the person writes his/her name and his/her relationship (does not have to be familial) with/to you at the top of the rough draft.

9. Proofread your rough draft yourself.  Using a colored pencil (make sure the color is significantly different than the other person’s), make corrections (on the rough draft) to spelling, grammar, etc.  Also make any changes that you need as far as the story goes, such as things that need to be added, things that need to be moved, things that need to be deleted, etc.  This will be turned in with the final draft.

10. Write your final draft.  The final draft must be typed, and you must follow MLA format (for heading, margins, title, page numbers).  Use Times New Roman font, type size 12.  Your final draft should be no less than three typed pages and no more than 3000 words.

11. Above all else be creative! The only limitation you have is that the story may not contain any violence, sex, or inappropriate language. If you are unsure if what you are writing or thinking of writing about is inappropriate come and ask me. If the story contains any inappropriate elements you will receive a “No Mark” and will be required to complete an alternate assignment.

12. Hand in: Good copy, rough draft (with your corrections and the corrections of someone else), brainstorming, and plot chart (indicate the rising action, climax, falling action, resolution) 

